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ast year, Marzocchi Pompe celebrated
an important milestone – 70 years of
market operation. Starting as a manufacturer of shock absorbers for motorcycles
and bicycles, the business eventually
moved over to gear pumps and gear motors.
“Our key strategy is to develop the most
extensive product range in the market,”
noted Sales Director Aldo Toscano, acknowledging that the company has recently been
listed on the Italian Stock Exchange, a development expected to promote further growth.
Marzocchi Pompe offers the broadest
range of displacement – from 0.12cm3/rev to
200cm3/rev – something widely appreciated
in applications where a mini power pack is
required, and very much suited to the automotive sector. The pumps are designed
specifically to be part of an electrohydraulic
system, generating a flow of pressurised oil
in a controlled manner in order to drive the
actuators required in the systems.

Focus on product development

HIGH
PRESSURE

GEAR
PUMP SPECIALIST
Marzocchi Pompe, the Italian manufacturer of high-performance gear pumps and
motors for various applications, has won international recognition as a result of
its focus on product quality and reliability. “Continuous development to match
evolving customer requirements is the core element of the business,” confirmed
Sales Director Aldo Toscano in an interview with Romana Moares.
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The company’s development has been
driven by its engineering and product development, closely reflecting industry requirements. Industrial applications requiring
high performance, low noise levels and very
high reliability, have traditionally been the
key product areas. In the last few years, the
company has found new opportunities in the
mobile sector, followed most recently by
automotive where powertrain, steering and
others are the main applications.
“The industrial and mobile applications
today represent our core business, while the
automotive applications indicate a promising
potential. We tend to maintain the same focus
on all three applications and develop products that may be used across the sectors,”
said Mr Toscano.
He explained that following a long phase
of research and development, which has led
to the filing of various patents and trademarks, as well as substantial investment, the
company has launched the ELIKA product
range, a solution that shows great potential
and is expected to boost business growth as
it matches future market requirements.
“ELIKA, the company’s flagship product,
is a low-noise, high-efficiency, low-pulsation
gear pump developed in close collaboration
with the Faculty of Engineering at the
University of Bologna through the generation of dedicated design software.”
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“Our own operation is slowly returning
to the pre-Covid-19 stage, with the
production floor working at 100%”

“Last but not least, we pay special attention to personalisation to a degree that is not
so easy to find in the market. We add thousands of new part numbers every year to the
already several thousand available.”
While Marzocchi is strong in the domestic
market, its products are used in applications
all over the world. Around 50% of output is
sold in Europe, with further significant volumes shipped to North America and the Far
East, where the company has established
sales branches. Marzocchi Pompe is present
in over 50 countries through an international
distribution network.

Clear direction
The family business, now in the hands of the
second generation, remains undaunted by
the recent pandemic and is set to continue

ELIKA is described as the ideal solution
for a wide range of specifications such as
rotation speed, operating pressure, viscosity
and very low noise and pulsation levels. The
structure of the ELIKA pump minimises
leaks and maximises volumetric efficiency
in all conditions. ELIKA is therefore particularly suited for applications which use
inverters or variable-speed drives to regulate
the speed of actuators as it transforms a
constant displacement pump into a variable
displacement system at a much lower cost in
comparison to using a piston pump.
ELIKA 1P is the latest addition to the
ELIKA family. The main feature of the new
product is the ability to combine the advantages of ELIKA solutions with a design of
reduced size and displacement, which makes
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it particularly suitable for applications in the
automotive sector and for industrial mini
power-packs.

Field specialist
The company currently employs around
250 people and runs two ISO-certified production sites. The original facility near
Bologna houses the company headquarters,
the machining facility as well as assembly
of the core products for the industrial and
mobile sectors.
In 2016, a new 9,000 sqm plant at Zola
Predosa, 5km from the original plant, was
commissioned, specifically designed for the
production of automotive pumps. Here, the
pumps are produced on semi-automatic
assembly and testing lines able to guarantee

the high quality and contamination standards that the automotive sector requires.
The plant’s ISO IATF 16949 certificate was
granted in 2016 and recently updated.
“One of the main characteristics of the
company is that we are more ‘make’ than
‘buy’. We have a highly vertical production
and all the critical components are designed,
engineered and produced in-house. This
aspect is very important for our growth as
well as for our ability to produce reliable
products with a set time to market,”
explained Mr Toscano.
“A clear focus in another strength – ‘Made
in Italy’ – represents high competence and
enables a personal approach to our customers. We can also be very flexible, which is
another feature much appreciated by clients.

its international development both in Europe
and further afield.
“We are now carefully considering what
the best strategy going forward may be to
accommodate these profound changes that
have affected both our customers and our
suppliers. We try to work with them closely
to mitigate the negative consequences,”
noted Mr Toscano.
“Our own operation is slowly returning to
the pre-Covid-19 stage, with the production
floor working at 100% and half of the office
staff in place, while the other half continues
to work from home.”
He affirmed that the production capability
will remain in Italy, while the sales network
will be further reinforced with the launch of
a new sales organisation covering China.
This is expected to enhance the company’s

capability to achieve a better performance in
the country that shows the biggest potential
in terms of growth.
“We remain optimistic for the future.
While our investment plan has been heavily
affected by the pandemic, we have only put
projects on hold and will eventually return to
our business plan which includes investment
aimed at launching new products as well as
increasing the efficiency and productivity
of our production sites.”
Mr Toscano concluded: “We are also finalising the latest version of ELIKA 1P and are
going to launch different configurations of
the existing families. As before, product
development will remain a key focus. This
has significantly contributed to our growth
in the past and will be even more important
in the future.”
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Sales Director Aldo Toscano

Inside Industry

5

